
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewards concluded an inquiry on Tuesday, 2 March 2021 into the riding conduct of jockey’s 

Paul Gatt and Justin Potter on Thursday 15 October 2020 at the Strathalbyn jump-outs, with 

specific reference to jump-outs 4 and 7. Evidence was taken from Paul Gatt and Justin Potter, 

and Stewards also viewed the vision of jump-outs 4 and 7.  
 

After considering the evidence the following findings were made; 
 

 

 

AR115(1)(a) – The particulars being that whilst riding  in jump-out 4 at Strathalbyn 

on Thursday 15/10/2020 when positioned outside ridden by J. Potter, he 

misconducted himself in that at approximately the 300 metre mark he initiated and reached 

out with his left hand and grabbed hold of the boot of J. Potter the rider of  

and remained in contact with his boot for some distance before releasing. 
 

 

AR115(1)(a) – The particulars being that whilst riding  in jump-out 7 at 

Strathalbyn on Thursday 15/10/2020 when positioned outside  ridden by J. 

Potter, he misconducted himself in that near the entrance to the straight he reacted and 

grabbed hold of the boot of J. Potter the rider of  with his left hand for several 

strides before releasing. 
 

In determining penalty Stewards had regard for Paul Gatt’s clean record, his guilty plea, his 

personal circumstances, the nature of the misconduct, including that there was no malice 

involved, aspects relating to safety, and individual and general deterrence. In the 

circumstances the following penalties were imposed; 
 

 – a suspension of P. Gatt’s license to ride in races for a period of 3 weeks, which 

suspension is wholly suspended, in accordance with AR283(4), for a period of 12 months 

provided he is not found guilty of a similar charge of misconduct or riding which could be 

categorized as improper. In addition P. Gatt was fined $1000. 
 

 – a fine of $500.  

 

 

AR115(1)(a) – The particulars being that whilst riding  in jump-out 4 at 

Strathalbyn on Thursday 15/10/2020 when positioned inside  ridden by P. Gatt, 

he misconducted himself in that shortly prior to the entrance to the straight he reacted and 

reached out with his right hand and grabbed hold of the left shoulder of P. Gatt the rider of 

 and remained in contact with his shoulder for some distance before releasing. 
 

 

AR115(1)(a) – The particulars being that whilst riding  in jump-out 7 at 

Strathalbyn on Thursday 15/10/2020 when positioned inside  ridden by P. Gatt, 

he misconducted himself in that near the 300 metres he initiated and reached out and used his 

right hand to make contact with the left shoulder of P. Gatt the rider of  for 

several strides before releasing. 
 

In determining penalty Stewards had regard for Justin Potter’s clean record, his guilty plea, his 

personal circumstances, the nature of the misconduct, including that there was no malice 

involved, aspects relating to safety, and individual and general deterrence. In the 

circumstances the following penalties were imposed; 
 

 – a fine of $250.  
 

 – a suspension of J. Potter’s license to ride in races for a period of 2 weeks, which 

suspension is wholly suspended, in accordance with AR283(4), for a period of 24 months 

provided he is not found guilty of a similar charge of misconduct or riding which could be 

categorized as improper. In addition J. Potter was fined $750. 
 

Paul Gatt and Justin Potter were informed of their rights of appeal. 

 


