THOROUGHBRED RACING S.A. LIMITED

STIPENDIARY STEWARDS REPORT

Report on Race Meeting held at Murray Bridge Racecourse

by the Murray Bridge Racing Club on Wednesday, 2 May 2012
_________________________________________________________________________

Stewards:
J. Petzer (Acting/Chairman), P. Matthews (HT), C. Deakin (M) & L. Smith (F) & (Stewards), D. Southgate (Deputy Steward) & Dr. P. Horridge (Veterinary Surgeon)
TRACK:  Slow 6

WEATHER:  Overcast
RAIL:  Out 3 metres from 840m to 430m
RIDER CHANGES:

	Race
	Horse
	Rider
	Replaced By
	Reason

	1
	SUMMER WITH ROSIE (NZ)
	C. Lever
	J. Bowditch
	Indisposed

	3
	WUTHERING HEIGHTS
	     “
	L. Hopwood
	     “

	5
	STURGIS (NZ)
	M. Hoppo
	J. Holder
	     “

	7
	FASTIZIO
	Jordan Frew
	D. Tourneur
	Overweight

	7
	AFRISKY BUSINESS
	T. Pannell
	B. Claridge
	     “

	8
	GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE
	C. Lever
	M. Neilson
	Indisposed

	8
	     “
	M. Neilson
	J. Potter
	No firm engagement

	8
	NOTHING SHALL PASS
	D. Tourneur
	
	Notified

	9
	CALYPSIAN
	C. Lever
	B. Claridge
	Indisposed

	9
	ILSEDE
	M. Hoppo
	J. Potter
	     “

	9
	IRISH CHEER
	J. Bowditch
	
	Notified

	9
	UMA WAVE
	J. Potter
	
	Notified

	9
	     “
	     “
	C. Lindop
	No firm engagement


-----------------------------
RACE 1 : GOLDEN GRAIN HOTEL PINNAROO / SABOIS DISTANCE MAIDEN PLATE  

-  2206 metres
BUX THE TREND (A. Herrmann) shifted out at the start and brushed with IMAGINARIUM (J. Holder).

BUX THE TREND (A. Herrmann) raced keenly in the early stages of the event.

IMAGINARIUM (J. Holder) raced keenly in the early stages of the event and thereafter approaching the 1600 metres raced ungenerously for a short distance, became awkwardly placed on the heels of WEEKEND DAZZLER (T. Pannell), and dipped.

SIR GILES (K. Bishop) raced wide without cover in the middle stages of the event.

Shortly after the entrance to the straight BUX THE TREND (A. Herrmann) shifted out slightly and brushed with ROSCREA ROSE (S. Westover) resulting in BUX THE TREND’S hindquarters being turned and ROSCREA ROSE being taken wider.

Approaching the 200 metres OKAMAN (J. Potter), which commenced to weaken, rolled in at the same time as KING ROSELAND (D. Tourneur) which was inclined to lay out, shifted out resulting in OKAMAN being obliged to steady off the heels of KING ROSELAND.   

RACE 1 : GOLDEN GRAIN HOTEL PINNAROO / SABOIS DISTANCE MAIDEN PLATE  

-  2206 metres (Cont’d)
S. Westover, the rider of ROSCREA ROSE, reported that in his opinion this mare had come to the end of its preparation and laboured during the event.  ROSCREA ROSE was examined by the Club’s Veterinary Surgeon who reported no visible abnormalities.  

RACE 2 : CARLTON DRAUGHT / SABOIS MAIDEN PLATE  -  1006 metres

The start of this event was delayed approximately two minutes owing to a number of runners proving difficult to load.  

LADY PHOENIX, which was kicked by another runner in the mounting yard, was examined by the Club’s Veterinary Surgeon and passed fit to race.

Jordan Frew jumped away awkwardly, shifted out and made heavy contact with GOING CONCERN (L. Hopwood).

In the vicinity of the 400 metres GOING CONCERN (L. Hopwood) was disappointed for clear ground when racing to the inside of RORY’S UNION (B. Claridge).
In the vicinity of the 300 metres RORY’S UNION (B. Claridge) shifted in under riding taking the running of GOING CONCERN (L. Hopwood) resulting in L. Hopwood having to take hold of her mount to avoid the heels of RORY’S UNION, losing her position and shortly thereafter, approaching the 200 metres, RORY’S UNION continued to shift in under riding taking LUCKY TOY (T. Pannell) in, tightening that horse onto GOLDEN MONARCH (T. Baker) which was taken in across the running of DASHA CHILLI (D. Tourneur) resulting in contact between LUCKY TOY and GOLDEN MONARCH and these two horses being severely hampered and becoming unbalanced and DASHA CHILLI being inconvenienced.  B. Claridge, the rider of RORY’S UNION, pleaded guilty to a charge of Carless Riding under ARR.137(a) in that he permitted his mount to shift ground when insufficiently clear of runners and was suspended from riding in races for a period to commence at midnight on 5 May 2012 and to conclude at midnight on 13 May 2012, a period of four (4) race dates.

RACE 3 : ANDALE HOTEL SERVICES MAIDEN PLATE  -  1406 metres

The start of this event was initially delayed approximately four (4) minutes owing to KOODA PRECIOUS (K Bishop) proving difficult en route to the barriers, and EBONY DIVA (Jemma Frew) becoming very fractious after being loaded. EBONY DIVA was examined by the Clubs Veterinary Surgeon who reported the filly to be lame in the off hind leg. Acting on this advice EBONY DIVA was a late scratching by order of Stewards at 12.57pm. Mr. C. Baker the trainer of EBONY DIVA was advised that a veterinary certificate of fitness would be required and that the filly must prove tractable in an official barrier trial before its next race start. Mr. Baker advised that the filly would now be spelled.

The start of this event was further delayed owing to all runners being eased up by their riders shortly after the gates were released and at least before the bulk of the field passed the 1000 metre mark. All horses were returned to the barriers and examined by the Clubs Veterinary Surgeon who passed all runners fit to race. As a consequence the race was rescheduled to start at 1.13pm (Central Standard Time) – a 20 minute delay from its original schedule.

DIAGOLAN (NZ) (D. Evans) jumped away very awkwardly, shifted out and contacted KOODA PRECIOUS (K. Bishop), which began awkwardly.  
LADY GEEGEE (B. Claridge) and ELGIRANA (J. Potter) jumped away awkwardly.

MOTZART (Jordan Frew) raced keenly in the early stages of the event.

KOODA PRECIOUS (K. Bishop) raced wide without cover in the early and middle stages.

RACE 4 : GREAT EASTERN HOTEL, LITTLEHAMPTON / ROSEMOUNT ESTATE 

BLENDS 0-68 HANDICAP  -  1006 metres

The start of this event was rescheduled to commence at 1.43pm as a consequence of the delay experienced in Race 3.  

ZAAZIP (D. Evans) brushed the running rail in the vicinity of the 600 metres.

SUKI (M. Pegus) raced wide without cover throughout the event.

In the vicinity of the 400 metres EL PRADO GOLD (S. Westover) became held up for clear running between the heels of GRASKEY (T. Baker) and ALQUAMARNE (A. Herrmann) and was obliged to alter course to the inside of GRASKEY to obtain clear running.  Thereafter, approaching the 200 metres, EL PRADO GOLD was momentarily inconvenienced as ROLL OF THE DICE (D. Tourneur), which commenced to weaken, rolled in.  
T. Baker, the rider of GRASKEY, reported that this gelding did not feel comfortable in its action during the event.  GRASKEY was examined by the Club’s Veterinary Surgeon who reported a minor graze from an overreach on its near fore heel.

RACE 5 : BENT ELBOW HOTEL RATING 0-62 HANDICAP (1)  -  1606 metres

DELPHERE (T. Pannell) jumped away awkwardly, shifted out and inconvenienced ARA STAR (A. Patterson).

NADAHKA (Jordan Frew) was slow to begin.

DULCIE DEE (T. Baker) raced wide without cover in the early stages of the event.

In the vicinity of the 800 metres TRENCHTOWN (IRE) (J. Maund) raced in restricted room for a short distance.  

Approaching the 300 metres DESTINY DANZING (Jemma Frew) was obliged to alter course to the outside of ARA STAR (A. Patterson) to obtain clear running and brushed with STURGIS (NZ) (J. Holder).
RACE 6 : MACCLESFIELD HOTEL RATING 0-62 HANDICAP (2)  -  1606 metres

Inside the 1300 metres CALLMEDAN (D. Evans) shifted in taking AUBURN TIGER (B. Claridge) in at the same time as GLAMOROUS (P. Gatt) rolled out marginally.  As a result  AUBURN TIGER had to be steadied off the heels of CALLMEDAN.  D. Evans was severely reprimanded and advised to take greater care in future.  

B. Claridge, the rider of AUBURN TIGER, reported that the mare felt sore in the near foreleg.  AUBURN TIGER was examined by the Club’s Veterinary Surgeon who reported no visible abnormalities.

P. Gatt, the rider of GLAMOROUS, which performed below expectations, explained that he was comfortable with the position he obtained in the early stages of the event and the horse travelled well but from in the vicinity of the 600 metres the filly appeared to resent the underfoot conditions and after entering the straight commenced to labour, was inclined to lay in, failed to respond to his riding in the manner he expected and finished the race off in a disappointing fashion.  GLAMOUROUS was examined by the Club’s Veterinary Surgeon who reported no visible abnormalities.

RACE 7 : MANNUM HOTEL / COCA-COLA AMATIL / SABOIS + RATING 0-68 

HANDICAP  -  2206 metres

ROMMELS GOLD (NZ) was examined by the Club’s Veterinary Surgeon prior to this event and was passed fit to race.

CROCODILE TEARS (T. Baker) and SULTAN OF SPEED (C. Lindop) began awkwardly.

Inside the 1600 metres NEVERIN (L. Hopwood), which had taken up a forward position in running, slackened the pace slightly resulting in FAST EDDIE (N. Rose) and AFRISKY BUSINESS (B. Claridge), which was following, being inconvenienced for a number of strides and becoming ungenerous.  

In the vicinity of the 300 metres FASTIZIO (D. Tourneur) was disappointed when improving into a tight run between SLACKSMITH (NZ) (A. Herrmann), which maintained its line, and MURTAGH (J. Potter) which shifted out under pressure resulting in FASTIZIO (D. Tourneur) being hampered and shortly thereafter making contact with the hindquarters of SLACKSMITH (NZ) (A. Herrmann) which at the same time was taken in and tightened by DREAMIN’ NINA (J. Holder) as that horse was taken in by QUICK ‘N’ SLICK (L. Stojakovic) which shifted in slightly resulting in SLACKSMITH (NZ) having to be steadied losing its position.

CROCODILE TEARS lost its near hind plate during the event.

NEVERIN and ROMMELS GOLD (NZ) were examined by the Club’s Veterinary Surgeon who reported no visible abnormalities.
RACE 8 : OAKBANK HOTEL STEAK HOUSE RATING 0-75 HANDICAP  -  1406 metres

GENERAL MARKET (Jordan Frew) was awkward to begin.

DOC HENNESSY (J. Maund) began awkwardly, shifted out onto CAVALRY BLACK (T. Zanker) tightening that horse onto OUR FREED MAN (J. Bowditch) resulting in CAVALRY BLACK and OUR FREED MAN being severely hampered.  
CAVALRY BLACK (T. Zanker) raced ungenerously for some distance in the early stages of the event.

DRAFTED (J. Holder) raced wide on the home turn and into the straight.

Inside the 300 metres STORM BREWING (M. Pegus), which improved into a run between MISTER CELESTIAL (K. Bishop) and RULING TO WIN (A. Patterson), was disappointed as RULING TO WIN rolled in resulting in STORM BREWING being obliged to alter course to the inside of MISTER CELESTIAL to gain clear running.

B. Claridge, the rider of JEWEL OF JOHAR (NZ) was questioned regarding his use of the whip prior to the 100 metres.  B. Claridge pleaded guilty to a charge under ARR.137(A)(5)(a)(i) and (ii) in that he used his whip in a forehand manner in consecutive strides and on more than five occasions prior to the 100 metres.  B. Claridge was fined $200 for using his whip in excess of the permitted times prior to the 100 metres and $400 for using his whip in a consecutive manner.

DOC HENNESSY lost its off hind plate during the event.
RACE 9 : DISTRICT HOTEL, NAIRNE RATING 0-71 HANDICAP  -  1206 metres

Acting on confirmed advice from Mrs. K. Byrnes, the Trainer of DAPAMAC, that the gelding had cast itself in its stable and was unfit to race, Stewards withdrew DAPAMAC at 8.30am.
Mr. R. Wilkinson, the Trainer of AUSSIE BLUE, advised Stewards prior to this event that he would instruct A. Patterson to attempt to ride this gelding more forward and if possible, obtain a position forward of midfield to on pace with cover.  It was his view that as the gelding had come back in distance and was racing fresh on a slow track, and given its barrier draw, it may be better suited to taking up a forward position.

AUSSIE BLUE (A. Patterson) shifted out at the start onto CALYPSIAN (B. Claridge) which was taken out onto SHAKETHEGROUND (J. Kah) resulting in CALYPSIAN being buffeted between these two runners, shifting back in and making contact with AUSSIE BLUE which was unable to maintain its position.  

IRISH CHEER (J. Bowditch) was unable to obtain clear ground in the vicinity of the 300 metres when racing behind ALMOST CHEVAL (Jordan Frew) and shortly thereafter was obliged to alter course to the inside of ALMOST CHEVAL and GLAZE (NZ) (L. Stojakovic) to obtain clear ground.

GENERAL

A. HERRMANN
Stewards inquired into the reasons why A. Herrmann was found in possession of her mobile phone in the jockey’s room.  It was determined that A. Herrmann had used her mobile phone whilst in the jockey’s room.  A. Herrmann pleaded guilty to a charge under ARR.160(B)(3) for being in possession and using a mobile phone without the permission of the Stewards in the jockey’s room and was fined $400.
RACE 3 : ANDALE HOTEL SERVICES MAIDEN PLATE  -  1406 metres

Stewards inquired into the circumstances which led to the field being eased up by their riders following the start.  Stewards determined that the Starter had attempted to start the race initially by activating the electrical starting mechanism which failed.  The Starter then called on the assistance of a Club official who in the first instance attempted to activate the electrical starting mechanism and then in the second instance caused the gates to activate manually. 

The Starter stated that in the circumstances he was alert to possible consequences and, observed the manner in which the field despatched from the gates.  He stated that as he determined a fair start had been effected he had not activated the false start mechanism.  The Stewards were satisfied that the Starter had acted in accord with ARR.132.

The Stewards further considered the actions of the Club official in the matter and were satisfied that he acted in good faith in reaction to a situation believing he was assisting to rectify the earlier failure of the mechanism. It was however determined that, in attending to other duties, he had omitted to activate the electrical mechanism prior to the runners commencing to load.

Considering the terms of ARR.133, Stewards inquired into the reasons, why the riders failed to ride their mounts so as to fulfil their obligations under ARR.135 (b) when no false start had been signalled by the Starter. 

It was determined that P. Gatt the rider of THE PEARLY GATES, which had drawn barrier three, became aware of the difficulty experienced by the Starter when first attempting to start the event.  In continuing to monitor this activity P Gatt stated he had assumed that the start had not been effected by the official starter and that it was a “false” start.  He said that holding this belief he then commenced to call out to other riders that there was a “false” start.  
GENERAL (CONT’D)

RACE 3 : ANDALE HOTEL SERVICES MAIDEN PLATE  -  1406 metres (Cont’d)
As a consequence of this action by P. Gatt, the other riders acted in unison and commenced to restrain their mounts. 

Having considered P Gatt’s explanation, Stewards were satisfied in the circumstances that the riders had acted in apparent good faith and no action was taken.  However all riders were advised of their obligations under the rules of racing and instructed in similar circumstances in future to ensure they react only to directions and/or signals from the official starter.
RACE 4 : GREAT EASTERN HOTEL, LITTLEHAMPTON / ROSEMOUNT ESTATE 

BLENDS 0-68 HANDICAP  -  1006 metres

Mr. S. Padman, the Trainer of UNFAITHFULLY, reported on return to the stable the mare was bleeding from both nostrils.  Mr. S. Padman was advised the mare was suspended from racing for a period of three (3) months in accordance with ARR.53A.
----------------------------
ROUTINE SWAB SAMPLES (3):

Race 2 – AREGEE MCLAREN (winner)

Race 5 – DELPHERE (winner)

Race 7 – WILLEGO (winner)

-----------------------------
	SUMMARY

	FINES
	Race 7 – Jordan Frew (FASTIZIO) – Fined $100 – ARR.120(b) – Overweight.
Race 7 – T. Pannell (AFRISKY BUSINESS) – Fined $100 – ARR.120(b) – Overweight.

Race 8 – B. Claridge (JEWEL OF JOHAR) (NZ) – Fined $200 - ARR.137A(5)(a)(ii) [+6] – Whip offence.
Race 8 – B. Claridge (JEWEL OF JOHAR) (NZ) – Fined $400 - 

ARR.137A(5)(i) [+8] – Whip offence.
General – A. Herrmann – Fined $400 – ARR.160(B)(3) – Possession and use of mobile phone without Stewards’ permission.
Race 8 - S. Casey (GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE) – Fined $50 – LR.18.1.7.  – Declaration of Rider no firm engagement.

Race 9 – S. Casey (UMA WAVE) – Fined $50 – LR.18.1.7.  – Declaration of rider no firm engagement.

	SEVERE REPRIMANDS
	Race 6 – D. Evans (CALLMEDAN) – ARR.137(a) – Careless Riding. 

	REPRIMANDS
	Nil

	SUSPENSIONS
	Race 2 – B. Claridge (RORY’S UNION) – ARR.137(a) – Careless Riding – From midnight 5/5/12  to conclude at midnight 13/5/12 - 4 meetings.


	SUMMARY (CONT’D)

	HORSE ACTIONS
	Race 3 – EBONY DIVA – Suspended – Required to prove tractable in barriers after being loaded in Official Barrier Trial prior to accepting for a future race – Fractious in barriers.
Race 3 – EBONY DIVA – Not to race – Vet Certificate of Fitness required prior to presenting for future trial or race – Lame in the off hind leg.

Race 4 – UNFAITHFULLY – Bled both nostrils – Suspended for 3 months in accordance with ARR.53A.

	ADJOURNED INQUIRIES
	Nil
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