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Easter racing bigger than ever 

For many South Australians, the problem with Easter racing is not whether to go, but to which event 
and on what day – however, in 2011 there’s time for it all. 
 
That’s because this year’s Easter long weekend is not only extra long, it also marks a change to 
traditional racing schedules, allowing punters the time to celebrate with family, commemorate ANZAC 
Day and attend their favourite race meetings across the State. 
 
The 2011 Easter Racing calendar now features five big days of consecutive racing, with the Clare Races 
moved from Saturday to Sunday for 2011 to eliminate the issue of two major meetings on the same 
day. The schedule includes: 
 

 Oakbank Easter Carnival, Saturday 23 April; 

 Clare Easter Races, Sunday 24 April; 

 Oakbank Easter Carnival, Monday 25 April (ANZAC Day); 

 Penola Cup, Tuesday 26 April; 

 Strathalbyn mid-week racing, Wednesday 27 April 
 
 
Oakbank Racing Club organisers are expecting large crowds at the course throughout the iconic Easter 
Carnival, with top Australian swimmer Sophie Edington headlining the event as the 2011 Oakbank 
Ambassador, while a moving commemorative ceremony is planned for ANZAC Day on Easter Monday. 
Little Heroes Foundation has also teamed up with the Club as this year’s official charity partner to raise 
vital funds for the Life After Diagnosis Survivorship program, the mission of which is to empower every 
family living with childhood cancer. 
 
“The Oakbank Easter Carnival is one of South Australia’s most treasured annual traditions,” Oakbank 
Racing Club Chairman John Glatz said. 
 
“This year we have a field of top international horses over both days, rides and activities for the kids, a 
great selection of hospitality packages - and as always a day at Oakbank is one of the best excuses for 
starting the day with a champagne breakfast and relaxing on the picnic rug.” 
 
At Clare, Club Secretary Tanya Bertelsmeier said they were pleased race goers didn’t have to choose 
between attending the Clare Races or Oakbank this year, and could expect one of the State’s fastest 
growing race meets to be even better – especially because it’s a TAB meeting in 2011.  
 



 

 

“There will be something for everyone at Clare, with the Easter Bunny delivering eggs for the kids and 
a great selection of marquee packages available for adults to wine and dine in style,” Ms Bertelsmeier 
said. 
 
“And let’s not forget the fashion – the Clare Fashions on the Field has become one of South Australian 
racing’s most hotly contested events, so don’t be afraid to go all out.” 
  
At Penola, Club Secretary Jim May said the Katnook Penola Cup Day was growing year by year, bringing 
together a region of food and wine lovers for a day of laid back glamour. 
 
“What better way to celebrate the Easter long weekend with family and friends than amid the 
vineyards of the Coonawarra?” Mr May said. 
 
“Bring the picnic blanket for a stylish yet relaxed social day out and soak up the atmosphere of a great 
country race meeting. The ANZAC Day public holiday extends the long weekend to include our Cup Day 
and gives us even more reason to kick up our heels.” 
 
The Clare Racing Club is offering online early bird general admission tickets for $15 – a saving of $5. 
Visit the Club’s new website at www.clareracingclub.com.au to book. 
 
The Oakbank Racing Club is selling packages online at www.oakbankracingclub.com.au with the Little 
Heroes Foundation pre-selling reserved car parking for the Oakbank Easter Carnival through their 
website www.littleheroesfoundation.com.au. 
 
Tickets for Penola Cup and the Strathalbyn mid-week races will be available on the day, with some 
hospitality packages available for pre-purchase. For more information, please visit 
www.theracessa.com.au 
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